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The Senator omn Sept. bt }
put the exchange into the Camv
gressional Record, where it e
caped general notice, alw'
Fulbright said at the timer

«T¢ is shocking to i
{hat Congress was nod ‘ol
for specific authority for ted.
sending of American ars |
to South Vietnam and; yilidd,
that the government of
Vietnam itself did not, ;
‘written, formal ' reqi i 20
these troops” - HERE
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. By Murrey Mardér (D-Ark) -apout that surpr'ising\eign Relations Committee, was

‘ weshington Post Staif Writer omission from tl'ge re_:cord of | pecause “a lot of historical re-
The Nixon Administration U.Ss. lnvolvement “xvletnam. Search” was required, the
has sediched the records in “We could not find 2 SPE}gtate Department said. Other

cific document” and there was . . o
diplomatic  re- sources said that during this

vain for evidence that South} ~ ™ «rormal "
X\i;%mla]dg 1&&?{?&& quest,” for the troops, a State | period the administration ago-
before tHie first American bat_lDepartment official acknow 1-| nized -over Row to make a
_ " reached there in edged yesterday. =~ He minb reply that would not embar-
March, 1965, officials acknowl- mized its absence, however, on|rass the U.S. position. o
! edged yesterday. _ §r0ur{ds that the record shows Fulbright eventually Te-
- hdmindstration officials continuing consultation”|ceived 2 circuitous - reply,
spent pearly four months ex- about sending the U.S. troops which avoided saying flatly
iing, and mulling over, that “amounts to 2 request.” _|that there never was afot,rfmal
i A0l . il SO0, ;;tnamesevreque'ﬁ‘ or
,% v ¢roops and - tried to
wlows nver the omission.
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| Fulbright sald  yesterd
'the ‘the incident is amother
e of the Executive
ranel’s failure “to deal can-

didly with the Congress

tained the 2
rican governme
two Marine batt

Stat3§ co DOUSR
'¥ietnam- in the spring snd
the public” on Vietnam during snmer of 1965 resulted fromt
the Jﬁhnsonradministram' ;u cott;tinuli]nggnalys%: Oft.i‘ con-
right wrote ' nycangmgsua-on,a
wosl;cﬁﬂr:?’ofusl&tegh\;vm major factor in which was the.
3 that i deployment to South Vietnams|

P. Rogers, noting »
5 7 of regular North: Vietn
April, Gen. WIEU C. Weh.| , ops from the end of 1984

moreland, in 2 347-page g
onward . ..

us. ,
on his yearg ' B\ , “The continuing analysis to

Snander in South Vie ", !
saidditr w:s his “judgment’ whi¢h I have referred, ang ™
WA | ertes of decisions TESURE

1d be e
that U.S. forces shou » i.- e it, were Lo in close

pl°p’$§?g;’€et§§ﬂa that the and constant consultation with
wemﬂehnd report failgd W the government of Vietnam.
\mention any agormal: Te wphe process of analysing
i the South Vietnall the situation by the two gov-
_government for US. interven ermments, and the conpmita-
|tioa with combat troops. ¥ tion and agreement -
\uhed Rogers to supply cpies] were such as 1o be reg
ld “gany such request . . » by our government as cOBS
The 1ong-delayed reply Wi tuting a request fl‘ot,t,l the gaw-
dated Sept. 2, 1969, and sifm ernment of Vietnam.
vy H. G Torbert Jt, acting The reply Jetter then asserts
that “this request was eon-
firmed by the communique”
by South Vietnam'’s
Prime Minister “on March 7,

ment’s public anno
of March 6 that the 3
Marine force was alr

on its way to Sou

sional relations but it
represented a studi

tration response. sepr| 2 e g the Mard o
were: ‘
pences T mﬁed States Marine bat-
talions in South Vietnam—the
first  WEh deployment
| Uinitell States combat forces.”

Approved For Rele
ase 2002/01/22 : CIA-RD
: -RDP71B00364R000200
020002-2

e /’—/ ]



